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01 FIELD GUIDE FOR ARCHITECTS & DESIGNERS

Al Tools for Architects
& Designers.

The complete workflow guide. Tool reviews, copy-and-use templates, and the
real prompts we run on live projects.
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CONTENTS

Eight chapters, one
workflow.

Read top-to-bottomon first pass; return to chapters 03-05 as a w orking reference during projects.

Why thesetools p.03
Thefive-tool corestack
Workflow templates P.05
04 SketchUp + Alin 15 minutes
Timesavings,by phase p.08
Promptlibrary .09
Yourfirstweek P.10
Safety & best practices P11
Resources & contact P.12
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01 INTRODUCTION

You've heard the hype.

What you actually need
IS different.

This guide covers only the tools that have stayed in real workflows, used dailyby architecture firms across Europe.
We cut everything that didn'tsurvive a billable month.

A TOOL MAKES THE LIST IF IT

01 savesrealtime 02  Keeps your IP safe
Measured in hours per w eek, not theoretically. Sensible defaults, no leaky training contracts.

03 works inside existing 04 |s simpleto use
software

Junior staff productive in under a day.

SketchUp, Rhino, Revit, no platformmigration.

SYMBOL, ST

.

PLAN STUDY

CHAPTER 01 - WHY THESE TOOLS 4 CRITERIA
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CHAPTER

Five tools. That's the
stack.

Total cost: roughly€40-60 per seatpermonth. Covers strategy, ideation,image refinement, rendering,
and project memory.

. Claude

Strategy & research. Brief analysis, options memos, client letters.

2-4 HRS / WK €20 /MO

..  Midjourney ioeomms oae €10-20
Design exploration. Mood, materiality, fagade studies. /MO
03 Al Image Editor 3-5 HRS / WK Free

Image refinement. Cleanup, recompose, light + sky control.

..  SketchUp + Al <10 e EXisting

Fast rendering. Export — Al pass — photoreal in 15 min.

o Notion 3-5 HRS

Project memory. Briefs, prompts, decisions, clientlogs.

/ WK €10 /USR

TOTAL / MONTH SETUP TIME SEAT

~€60 1 day

CHAPTER 02 - THE CORE STACK 5 TOOLS - ~€60 / SEAT / MONTH
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03 TEMPLATE

Design concept

phase.

05 / 13

COMPRESSION

4 wk — 2 wk

STEP 01

Analyze the brief.

Extract program, constraints, decision points. Output a one-page
memo.

MOOD / MJ

MIDJOURNEY
Explore visuals.

Three directions x three frames each. Pin a directional set.

STEP 03

REFII\]E F'D T T OR

AI EDITOR

Refine images.

Recompose, restage, unify materiality across the chosen direction.

STEP 04

® © ® A Aperture Studio Portal

Architecture & Design Practice Overview

Quick Access Active Projects
8 Current Projects & Gallery
& Project Dashboard L e
Aa Project name © Project Type <2 Project Status 0 Star
Miami Beach Condo Renovation  Interior Fit-out ol oct12,
P © Miami o ov: eri in Design
% Aspen Mountain Residence Luxury Residential * Schematic Review  Nov 28,
© Urban &shell  « Phase  Jan5,
© Brooklyn Studio Complex Adaptive Reuse « Pre-Con Admin Feb21,
Project Milestone Timeline Project Fee Forecasting Projet
i= Milestone Timeline View all Fee Pipeline - e
—— althe

NOTION +

Present to client.

DECK

A single decision document, three directions, one recommendation.

WITH TEMPLATE

SAVED
I Y _.YaV4
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04 FAST RENDER

SketchUp + Al In
fifteen mllonutes. 15 ..

Export from SketchUp, pass through an Al editor, deliver a photoreal clientimage. No 3ds Max. No re-renders.

o

DELIVERABLE

STAGE 01 STAGE 02 STAGE 03
Export from SketchUp Al editor pass Photoreal output
MATERIALS -+ LIGHT - SKY CLIENT - 4K - 13 MIN
PNG - 4K - 1 MIN
3DS MAX RE-RENDER RESULT

NoO. NoO. 15 min.

SKETCHUP - AI - CLIENT

CHAPTER 04 - FAST RENDER
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05 PER PROJECT

Twenty-five hours, back.

Measured across one mid-size refurbishment. The bulk of the saving comes from rendering and material
studies, notfrom automating design itself.

PHASE BEFORE WITH AT SAVED
CAD modelling 40 hrs 40 hrs -
Rendering 19 hrs 1hrs 18 hrs
Documentation 6 hrs 2hrs 4 hrs
TOTAL 65 hrs 44 hrs 22 hrs

renperne 141

DOCS —41

HEADLINE

PROJECT HOURS RECLAIMED

% 22 hrs /65 hrs

CHAPTER 05 - TIME SAVINGS SAMPLE, MID-SIZE REFURB



06, PROMPT LIBRARY 08 / 13

CHAPTER

Real prompts we use,

Both prompts assume you've alreadygiven Claude the projectcontext. Edit the bracketed values; keep the
structure.

that identifi

options with

e memo ,

1 , timeline 18 mont

minimal intervention

CHAPTER 06 - PROMPT LIBRA
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CONTINUED

Four more, by

Site analysis, materials, clientcommunication, planning. Same rules, editthe brackets, keep the structure.

tenance.

for:

interior fin

Output: bullet bric

implic ions.

Draft a “lient Fo [ -~ name] . Draft a

Tone: warm, CO i £ > . outline for

No marketing

CHAPTER 06 -+ PROMPT LIBRARY

IN
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07 CHAPTER

Your first week.

A five-day rolloutfor one team. Don't roll out firm-wide before you've shipped areal projectthroughit.

Day 1 Provision accounts. Claude Pro (€20/mo) and Midjourney (€10/mo). Add team SSO if you haveit.

SIGN p

Day 2_3 Brief analysis (30 min) - design directions (1 hr) - refinement (30 min). Use a real project, not a sandbox.
TEST LIVE

Day 4_5 Walk throughthetemplates, assign roles (strategy/image / render / docs), and run one project end-to-end.

Week 2+ Track timesaved by phase. Drop tools that don't stick. Re-run the templates w ith feedback.
MEASURE &
REFINE

DAYS - 1 TEAM - 1 PROJECT

w

CHAPTER 07 - ADOPTION
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08 CHAPTER

Two columns. Read both.

Al is aresearch and exploration tool. It is not a stamp, nota 3D modeller,and nota building-code expert.

e SAFE PRACTICES e AVOID

+
X

Use Al forinternal exploration , concepts, mood, options. Don't paste full client briefs into public tools.

X Don't assume Al know s your local building code.
+ Keep prompts vague on sensitive projects , names,
addresses, budgets. %
Don't replace 3D modellers with Alrenders.
T Alw ays review outputs before they leave the studio. %
Don't use Alimages in construction documents.
+

Keep final designs under your control , Alproposes, you
decide.

CHAPTER 08 - SAFETY DO / DON'T
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CHAPTER

Where to start & how we

TOOL LINKS

Claude Pro
Midjourney/Render Al
Notion

SketchUp

FURTHER

ELEMENTA

CHAPTER 09 - RESOURCES & SERVICES LX DESIGN
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- THANKS FOR READING

Got a project that
needs to be seen?

Whether you have drawings ready, a building with no plans, orjusta roughidea, share
it with us. We'll figure out the rightstarting pointtogether.

BASED IN AUSTRIA, SERVING WORLDWIDE

office@Ixdesignstudio.co

+43 660 187 6008
www.Ixdesignstudio.co

Graz, Austria



https://calendly.com/officelxdesignstudio/new-meeting
https://calendly.com/officelxdesignstudio/new-meeting

